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 Some people go a 
whole lifetime before ever 
realizing their true talent.   

Leonard Williams 
spent his first fourteen 
years trying to find what 
he loved to do. Diagnosed 
with autism at birth, his 
main problem was not be-
ing able to stay focused on 
one thing for a long period 
of a time. No one ever 
thought his hidden talent 
would come from his 
brothers 4H project, but 
thatõs exactly what hap-
pened.  
 Jeb, Leonardõs older 
brother, made a walking 
stick for a competition in a 
4H event. To be more like 
his older brother, Leonard 
decided he wanted to 
make a walking stick of his 
own. Not expecting much 
to come out of it, his par-
ents let him give it a try. 
 One night, his par-
ents noticed that they had-
nõt heard from Leonard for 
quite some time so they 

decided to go and check 
on him in his room. To 
their amazement, Leonard 
was still sanding the same 
stick. His parents were not 
only amazed that Leonard 
found something to focus 
on for that long of a time, 
they were amazed on how 
well sanded the stick actu-
ally was.  
 Within a day, Leo-
nard had completely 
sanded the stick all the 

way to a smooth finish. Af-
ter completely sanding the 
stick, all he wanted to do 
was continue to sand a 
new piece of wood.  
 òAfter seeing Leo-
nard sand down that stick 
as nicely as he did, we re-
alized that Leonard had 
found his talent that he en-
joyed doing,ó says his 
mother, Deb Williams.  
 When word spread 
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Leonard Williams holds the walking sticks that he creates in his 
home on Tuesday December 8th.  
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of his talent, Leonard had  
people from all over start to 
donate sticks to  
have Leonard sand down 
into one of his artistic crea-
tions. Slowly, his room 
started becoming more and 
more crowded with sticks 
to be sanded, and the saw-
dust was piling higher and 
higher. Eventually, they 
had to start storing sticks 
out in the front yard be-
cause of lack of room in the 
house.  
 Buying sandpaper 
faster then ever, Leonardõs 
parents decided he could 
do this for a living. They 
contacted the Department 
of Vocational Rehabilita-
tion, an organization de-
voted to getting jobs for 
people who have disabili-
ties. The DVR agreed to 
pay for supplies, and to 
help build a shop where 
Leonard could expand his 
sanding and produce more 
walking sticks.  

With the supplies to 
build the shop now paid for, 
the Riverton High School 
construction tech class 
agreed to build the shop at 
the high school.  They will 
eventually move the shop 
to Leonardõs back yard to 
make it more convenient 
for him. The shop helps 
provide more space to var-

nish and decorate the final 
process in making walking 
sticks. As Leonard starts to 
make the sticks more intri-
cate, to include leather, 
beads, and special kinds of 
varnish, it became clear 
that Leonard would need 
some help in his creation of 
walking sticks.  
  òAll Leonard likes to 
do is sand, so we would like 
to give other kids with dis-
abilities an opportunity to 
come and help Leonard fin-
ish varnishing his sticks,ó 
says Deb.  
 Leonardõs parents 
would like to start an online 
business with all the sticks 
they are making.  
 òWe are not looking 
to make a great profit off of 
the walking sticks, we just 
want to show other families 
who have kids with similar 
disabilities that their kids 
can be productive too,ó 
states Deb.  
 Leonard is giving 
families all around the na-
tion hope that everybody 
with a disability has a spe-
cial talent; they just have to 
find what they love to do. 
There is an assortment of 
woods Leonard uses for his 
sticks such as; cotton 
wood, elm, cherry, lilac, 
corkscrew willow, Tennes-
see twisted, and the very 

hard to find diamond wil-
low.  It takes Leonard about 
one day to sand a walking 
stick.  When asked how 
many sticks he thinks he 
has made, Leonard re-
sponds with òlots.ó 
           Creating such a large 
number of sticks made it 
hard use sandpaper all the 
time, so for a graduation 
present, his cousin, who is 
a carpenter, gave Leonard 
an electric sander. This as-
sists him greatly with the 
mass sanding he does.  

Even though Leo-
nard proudly walked with 
last yearõs graduating 
class, he still attends River-
ton High School and will 
until he is 21. A great asset 
to the halls of RHS, Leo-
nard will continue to grace 
faculty and students with 
not only his wonderful per-
sonality, as well as his love 
for creating walking sticks.  
Now he will simply be able 
to show the entire school 
his talent with a shop cre-
ated just for him.  

With his talent 
clearly defined, Leonard 
looks to have a bright fu-
ture.  

The website where 
Leonardõs walking sticks 
are available to be pur-
c h a s e d  i s  a t 
www.autistick.com.  
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Autistick continued:  Shop Class to Build Area  
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Basketball Teams Head into Winter Break  

By Kelly Phister  
Staff Writer  
 
 The Riverton High 
School boys and girls bas-
ketball teams started their 
seasons in Cheyenne and 
Sheridan.  While both 
teams  came away disap-
pointed, they are looking 
forward to rebuilding going 
into conference.  
 

Girls Basketball   
 The Lady Wolverines 
kicked off the season by 
participating in the Chey-
enne Tournament on the 
first weekend in December.  
 The Girls started by 
playing Horizon (a town 
right outside of Denver), 
and ended the game with a 
score of 22 -55 in favor of 
Horizon.  
 The next team RHS 
faced was Cheyenne Cen-
tral and unfortunately lost 
24-52.  
 òWe gave a solid ef-
fort against Central and did 
some good things,ó said JV 
coach Kim Krieger.  
 After playing Hori-
zon and Central on the first 
two days, the lady wolver-
ines were about to face 
Cheyenne East, potentially 
the best team in the state. 
RHS came out of the game 
16-65 in favor of East.  

 òThis was definitely 
a learning experience and 
we need to go back to ba-
sics,ó stated Krieger, 
òThings can only get bet-
ter.ó 
 The girls then went 
on the road to Sheridan last 
Saturday.  Battling foul 
trouble the entire game, 
the girls fell to the Broncs, 
36-63.  RHS is also 
looking forward to the 
Flaming Gorge tournament 
in Green River and being 
able to play the Cheyenne 
teams again to hopefully 
redeem themselves.  
 

Boys Basketball  
 The RHS boyõs bas-
ketball team traveled 
alongside the lady Wolver-
ines to Cheyenne. They 
also faced very difficult 
teams.  
 To start off, they 
were scheduled to play the 
Windsor Colorado Wizards. 
The boyõs played very well 
against them but ended up 
losing 59 -73.  
 òEven though we 
lost, we played well,ó said 
Senior Andrew Nirider. òWe 
are better than we have 
been.ó 
 On Friday the Wol-
verines also competed 
against Cheyenne Central. 
RHS fell to the Indians,58 -

77. On Saturday, the boys 
played Cheyenne East as 
well, and ended the close 
game at 55 -68 in favor of 
East.  
 Head Coach Steve 
Barlow speaks highly of his 
varsity players and how 
well the team competed 
over the weekend.  
 òIt was a productive 
weekend in many ways,ó 
stated Barlow.  
 Last Saturday, the 
boys headed down I -25 to 
face the Sheridan Broncs.  
After a tough first half, the 
boys ended up on the 
wrong side of the score 
board as they lost, 46 -74.  
 The tournament and 
game at Sheridan went 
very well for many reasons, 
mostly because it was early  
and the boys were able to 
see how they fared against 
state competitors.  
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By Andi Novotny  
Staff Writer  
 

The boys swim team 
kicked of the season with 
their first meet on Friday, 
December 11 th in Casper, 
followed by another meet 
the next day in Lander.  

The team is cur-
rently 17 strong, with four 
of its members doubling as 
divers. Among Rivertonõs 
swimmer -divers is team 
captain Sean Rivera who 
believes that outlook for 
the upcoming season is 
great.  

òThe team looks like 
it will be pretty good this 
year,ó says Rivera.  òWe 
have a lot of really good 
underclassman who al-
ready have experience."  

Head Coach Jay 
Dayton is also optimistic 
about the up and coming 

season.  
òRight now we are 

working on distance and 
getting into shape,ó says 
Dayton.  òWeõre all excited 
about the first meet. Weõll 
just be getting our feet wet 
ð so to speak.ó 

The team will have 
their first home meet on the 
Friday the 18 th and Satur-
day the 19 th.  Somewhere 

between eight to ten teams 
are expected to attend. Be 
sure to go to the Riverton 
Aquatics Center and sup-
port the Riverton boys 
swim team.  

You will have two 
more chances to see the 
team in Riverton.  The first 
is on January 19 th at 4:00 
P.M. and again on January 
28 th at 5:00 P.M.  

S P O R T S  
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Thursday  Wednesday  Friday  Tuesday  Monday  Sunday  Saturday  

19 
Worland Dual 
Tournament  
Boys swim-
ming in River-
ton. B&G Bas-
ket ball in 
Flaming Gorge  

 

20 
National 
Games Day  

21  

JV/V Boys & 
girls basketball 
in Kelly Walsh  

22 
Winter Begins  

23 
National Egg 
Nog Day  

24 
Christmas Eve  

25 
Christmas Day  

26 
National Whin-
ers Day  

27  
National Fruit 
Cake Day  

28 
National 
Chocolate Day  

29 
National date 
nut bread day  

30  

Boys swim-
ming in Lara-
mie  

 

31 
New Yearõs 
Eve  

1 
New Years!  


