Senior Memory Book
I will not grade individual chapters as they are written since we simply don’t have the time.  However, your final project will be a challenge to make come together.  Use your brainstorming skills and plan ahead.  Don’t get behind or leave anything concerning this project to the last minute.  A carefully designed and well-planned book is something that I can almost guarantee you will want to keep forever.

The one element to success is to have a network put together to help you make this project happen.  Parents, siblings, family friends, etc, can all contribute to the final product.  In fact, evidence of family support is a requirement for this project.

The final product will be presented to me in a loose-leaf, snap-ring binder, a photo album, scrapbook, or whatever else your creative forces call on you to use.  Whether you will need a ½ inch or 3 inch binder will depend upon how much you put into this memory book.  You may feel free to decorate the binder in any school appropriate way that you feel artistically inclined towards.  I strongly suggest, though, that you buy the clear plastic page protectors for your pages, especially if you use special stationery to print your chapters on!
The memory book will include all 16 chapters.  You may not option out of any.  You may, however, with my approval rename two chapters to make the book format fit your life.  Each chapter will be no less than 400, and should be around 750 maximum, words in length.  I expect you to enhance the entire book with pictures, art, clip art, etc.  Try to turn in the best work you have done in school.
Make this something that you would be tremendously proud to have as the centerpiece of your graduation table this Spring.  Make sure that you carefully edit your text!  Even minor spelling and grammatical errors add up significantly when I grade these books!
Grading on this project tends to be rather subjective, but the attached checklist will help you sort out how much work you need to do for a high grade.
PART ONE: EARLY YEARS

Ch.1: Give an autobiographical sketch of yourself.  Give details that sketch you as you are now.  Don’t go into information that is covered in the following chapters.  Just introduce yourself focusing on what you think are the two or three most important qualities or traits that you see as making you who and what you are.  Remember, this should be an introduction to the book as a whole, and this will cover the chapter nicely.
Required Writing Mode:  Descriptive
Ch.2: "Before I Was, There Were"--Write a brief description of your family tree. Tell about folks who were around before you were born: grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles, cousins, older siblings. Interview at least two people in your family who were living before you were born. Include quotes from them within your chapter if possible.  You may also include special people that are not related to you by blood.  Sometimes these surrogate parents are the truly special people in your life, and you should find a way to make a special place for them in one of the chapters.
Ch.3: "The People in My Life"--This chapter will be a collective biography. You must write a biography of at least one of your closest friends, but I would like two.  Why are they so special to you?  Don’t include your current boyfriend/girlfriend as there is a place for this person later in the book.  Focus on friends that you have been close to for a very large part of your life.
Descriptive
Ch.4: "Family Lore"--Collect at least two family stories from a variety of family members. These can be about you or about someone else in your family. You may want to try to find one story about each member of your family. You may collect these in person by actually sitting down and talking to the family member or you may want to write, either via e-mail or regular mail, to that person. Encourage the person you talk to be as detailed as possible and even to provide pictures if possible (photocopies are fine). Put stories together in whatever logical order you feel is best; write an introduction and a conclusion. Within the first paragraph of each story, or as a separate introduction if you write the story in that person's voice, identify the teller and his/her relationship to you. 
Narrative
Ch5: "Suddenly, I Became Me"--When and where were you born? Were there any unusual or humorous circumstances surrounding your birth? How was your name chosen? What were the first couple of years like? (Look back at your baby book--first tooth? first word? first step? etc.) What memories do you have of your first five years? Were younger siblings born during that time? Any childhood illnesses? What are some of those stories your mom tells that you wish she didn't? Resources: baby book, family members (List these) 
Narrative
Ch 6: "School Bells"--Write about kindergarten through Grade 3--first day jitters, fears, anticipation; learning to read and write; special friends, teachers; school programs (Did you play a tree in a school production?), etc. Tell about where you lived during this time and the schools you attended. Include favorite childhood activities you enjoyed during this period of your life. How had your family changed from Ch. 5? This is a good place to include some of your early schoolwork or artwork when you put the final book together next semester.  Are you are still in touch with any of your teachers from this period, as them to write a memory about you. 
Informative, Narrative
Ch7: "More School Bells"--Cover grades 4 & 5--You are the top guy on the totem pole in elementary school. Or did you move and have to start all over? You start making "best friends." Discuss how you have changed since early school years. How have you changed physically? Remember those Bugs Bunny teeth we all had in fourth grade? What new activities have you added? How has your family changed during the past few years? What do you remember about school--friends, subjects, teachers, programs, clubs, etc? Resources for this period will be family photo albums, school memory books, maybe elementary school yearbooks, parents. 
Ch.8: "I Grew Up Here!"--Write a chapter about your home and neighborhood. You may have moved around a bit; if so, include information about all the homes you've lived in. Describe your bedroom over the years. How did your space change as you grew up? Describe the colors, decorations, etc. of your various rooms. What was the neighborhood like? Was there one special hangout that all the kids went to? Make the reader see the various places you lived. Resources: parents, your own memories, old pictures of various places you've lived. 
Descriptive
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Ch. 9: "Growing Pains, Crushes, and Being a Good Sport"--Write about the first crush you had. Who was it? What happened? Did you become active in sports during this time? Which ones? What were some of the "growing pains" you went through during this pre-adolescent time in your life? Your body is beginning to change; girls outgrow boys at this time; we're beginning to grow into our Bugs Bunny teeth, but our feet seem to trip us up. This is the clumsy period. How ever did you survive? Resources: mom! 
Narrative or Persuasive
Ch: 10 "Middle School"--Okay, you are not a "little kid" anymore. You are one of the "big kids." How was it your first day at middle school? How did you adjust from having one teacher in one classroom to having several and having to change classes? How did the work change? How did your relationships with your friends and with the opposite sex change? Tell about your teachers, activities, successes, heartbreaks, accomplishments, etc. Resources: parents, friends, old pictures, middle school yearbooks.
Ch.11: "I Wish I Could See_______Again!"--Tell about a childhood friend, neighbor, or teacher that you have no contact with any more but would like to see again. What was your relationship with this person like back then? What happened to change that? Why would you like to see this person now? What would you tell that person? 
Descriptive or Expository
Ch. 12: "Besides My Parents, There Was..."--Write about the one most influential person, other than your parents, in your life. I know this is difficult to do, but don't waffle here by trying to select more than one. Do some soul searching and choose the ONE person who has been MOST influential. Tell why you chose that person. 

Ch. 13: "New Kid on the Block"--Wanta buy an elevator pass, Kid? Hey, don't mess with me or I'll stuff you in a locker. Wow! Remember those days when YOU were the new kid and it seemed as if everyone else was a whole foot taller than you? Remember coming to the BIG school and thinking you would never find your way around? How was your freshman year? What were some of your anxieties? How was the transition from middle school to high school? What were some of the myths you had heard about high school? Were any of them true? How did you manage to "fit in" to high school life--pep rallies, ballgames, homecoming, clubs, new subjects, teachers, new building, new friends? Resource: No one likes to do it, but you MUST go back to your freshman yearbook and look at your picture! EXTRA CREDIT: Have one of your freshman (or all of them) teachers write a memory for your book. Ch.6: "Sophomore Year"--Do the same thing you did with freshman year. Only now you are a little more comfortable. Write about learning to drive, beginning to date, getting that first job, becoming more involved in school.   You might have one of your sophomore (or all of them) teachers write a memory for your book.
Ch.14: "Junior Year"--Prom, class rings, moving up the class ladder--still not at the top but within sight of it. Write about your junior year.  Extra Credit is the same as 13.
Ch. 15: "At Last, I'm a Senior!"--Write a reflection of your senior year--sitting for your senior portrait, paying those dues, choosing graduation invitations, getting measured for cap and gown, having a locker by yourself and your own parking spot! How did it feel to go through all those "lasts"--last time for summer reading (grin), last pep rally, last football or basketball game (or other sport)? Was it everything you expected or a little different? How did YOU treat this year's freshmen? What are you feeling now, as you get ready to embark on a new chapter of your life?  EXTRA CREDIT: Have one or both of your parents write a brief reflection of the past twelve years and/or have a teacher write a memory to put in your book. 

EPILOGUE: "Look Out World, Here I Come!!!”—Share your hopes, dreams and goals for the future.  You will also want to share your tears, fears and worries.  However, try to keep this chapter on the lighter and positive side of finally being through with high school…
Reflective

You must include in this book examples of
· informative,
· narrative

· descriptive, 
· as well as the reflective narrative forms that we have learned through the semester.  You must also make each chapter flow from one to another so that you have created continuity within your book.

Good Luck!!!
Final Books are due to Mr. Campbell on:   _________________
